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Abltrlct-An account of the use of the calculus of variations in elastostatics is given. Variations of both the
independent and dependent variables are used to obtain the equations of balance and natural boundary
conditions. The meanilll and use of the necessary transversality conditions for movable intemal or external
boundaries are examined. Satisfaction of the transversality conditions is shown to provide immediate
access to the forces that act on such boundaries through a virtual work type argument. Misconceptions
concemilll the general form of Lagrangian densities for which the field equations are identically satisfied
are corrected. The complete characterization of such Lagrangian densities is shown to lead to methods for
realization of a wide class of traction boundary conditions as natural boundary conditions and to a
significantly richer class of invariance transformations and associated conservation laws.

A perusal of the literature in elastostatics and elastodynamics indicates the presence of certain
fundamental gaps when variational arguments are employed. This does not mean that the
results obtained by various variational arguments are wrong; rather, they are just incomplete.
Unfortunately, the incomplete results have often evolved over the years into what may be
termed folklore, for they are mistakenly used in conjunction with that most abused work "all"
to imply that the results are exhaustive. This is particularly true with respect to conservation
laws and with respect to the class of Lagrangian functions whose Euler-Lagrange equations are
identically satisfied. There is also an aspect of the calculus of variations, namely the need to
satisfy transversality conditions in order to render the action functional stationary in value in
the presence of mobile internal or external boundaries, that seems to have been completely
overlooked. It is hoped that the exposition given here will aid in clarifying these points and be
of use to those who deal with variational arguments in elasticity theory.

I. PRELIMINARIES AND NOTATION

The first thing to do is to agree upon a convenient system of notation. Since either Eulerian
(Xl) or Lagrangian (XI) coordinates can be employed in the description of material bodies, it
seems preferable at the o.utset to choose a notation that is not specific to either choice and
hence can be used with both. The independent coordinate variables are denoted by (T/)=
(T1,r, ... ,Tft ) and are considered as Cartesian coordinates of an n-dimensional Euclidean
space, Eft. The value of n for most of this paper will be 3, since attention will be confined to
elastostatics. The results are also applicable to the case of elastodynamics (n equal to 4), the
only change being one of terminology.

The elastic body, fI, under consideration is assumed to occupy an n-dimensional closed and
connected point set, B, of Eft in some "standard" configuration, flo, with a nonzero volume
measure, f B dV. Here, dV stands for the differential volume element dTI dr ... dT ft. We also
assume that B has a smooth bOundary, aB (i.e. an outward oriented unit normal vector field
with components {nl} is defined at every point aB). The total ftux of a vector field with
components {TI} out of the body is thus given by faB Tlnl dS, where {nl dS} denote the
components of the outward oriented differential boundary elements of B. The summation
convention is explicitly assumed with respect to lower case Latin indices.

The geometric state of a deformed elastic body is described by a collection of fields that are
functions of the independent variables. Since it is not necessary to be too specific at this point,
let us suppose that there are N such fields which we denote by {~"('T"')} =
{~I(T"'), ~2(T"'), ... ,~N('T"')}. Again, in practice, N will be 3, but just what the names that are
to be attached to the ~"'s will vary, depending upon whether the description is an Eulerian or a
Lagrangian one and whether displacements are to be introduced in such descriptions.
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The energetic state of a deformed elastic body requires the values of the derivatives of the
state variables as well as the state variables themselves. A convenient notation for these is

04J"(7"'}
Y·"(7"'} = i, 01" (1.1)

since it eliminates the need to write the cumbersome expressions 04J"/07i for each and every
occurrence of such arguments. Alghough this notation is not standard, it has certain intrinsic
advantages that will become evident shortly.

If we have a function 1(1'''', 4J"(7"'}, y;"(7"'», it is essential that a careful distinction be made
between the total partial derivative with respect to .,.. and the explicit partial derivative with
respect to 7

t. We shall use Dt to denote the total partial derivative and at to denote the explicit
partial derivative with respect to 7 t (i.e. the partial derivative with respect to 7 t with 4J" and y;"
held constant). These are connected by the relations

DJ(7, 4J, y} =oJ+Yt" a1" +y~ o~~", (1.2)

where the summation is assumed with respect to both Latin and Greek indices over their
respective ranges and we have introduced the further notational convenience

02t:(7~}yM7"'} = a a7 = Y:'(7"'}. (1.3)

2. LAGRANGIANS AND VARIATIONS

We explicitly assume throughout this paper that the elastic body Lt may be assigned a
Lagrangian density function

L(7"', 4J"(7"'}, Y;"(7"'».

This serves to define the action of Lt through the relation

(2.1)

Since the Lagrangian density is, by definition, the kinetic energy density minus the potential
energy density, a homogeneous elastic body with strain energy density W(y;") and conservative
body forces that derive from a potential "Y(4J"} would give

L=-W-"Y,

in which case

aL/a4J" =- a"Y/a4J", aL/oy;" =- oW/oy;".

It is therefore useful to introduce

I" =OL/a4J"

(f" =- a"Y/o4J") as the components of generaliied body forces and

U"i = - iJL/ iJy;"

(2.2)

(2.3)

(2.4)

(U"i =aw/ay;,,) as the components of generalized stress. For the Lagrangian description in
which 7 i are the reference configuration variables, Xi and 4J" are the current configuration
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variables, xi(Xi), we have Y/ =axi/axi and u/ =- aL/ay/ =aw/a(axi/aXi) which are just the
components of the Piola-Kirchhoff stress.

The primitive notion of the calculus of variations is that we compare the value A[I/>a] of the
action at the state {I/>} with the value A[~a] of the action at a "neighboring" state, it being
assumed that the independent variables are not changed. This, unfortunately, is not adequate if
one is to consider problems with variable boundaries or wishes to derive conservation laws that
will be satisfied whenever the "equations of motion" (Euler-Lagrange equations) are satisfied.
It is therefore simplest to start on the right track from the very beginning by considering
"variations" that obtain as a consequence of changes in both the independent and the
dependent variables. To this end, we consider a I-parameter family of transformations

(2.5)

where the functions {pi, pal are very smooth functions of the parameter Afor all {Till, 1/>6} and
satisfy the conditions

(2.6)

In fact, we may, without loss of generality, assume that the {fi
, ~a} are solutions of the

autonomous system of ordinary differential equations

(2.7)

subject to the initial data

(2.8)

where the functions (Vi, Va) are very smooth (infinitely differentiable) functions of their
arguments. Under these conditions, we have

(2.9)

and hence the variations Oinear departures) are given by

(2.10)

(i.e. fi =Ti+A8Ti +O(A2), ~a = I/>a + A,81/>a +O(A, 2». It is then a simple matter to compute
it =a~a/afi and then express the results in terms of the functions {Vi, Va} or {8Ti, 8I/>a}:

(2.11)

Here and throughout this paper, we have adopted the convention that al and a/al/>a give zero
when applied to the variables yt (i.e. (Tk

, I/>a, yr) are to be taken as independent of each other
in all differentiation processes). Thus (2.11) is an abbreviation for

-a a+ 1 {~a aa k + ." av
a

." a aV
k

} 0( 1 2)YI =YI " UIV - Yk IV YI al/> ." - YI Yk al/> ." + " .

The variations that are induced in the y's by the variations (2.10) in the T'S and in the I/> 's are
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thus given by
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(2.12)

If we choose the functions {Vi, Va} by

then (2.10) and (2.12) give

in which case 8yr =iJ;84Ja (variation of the derivative is equal to the derivative of the
variation). It is, however, essential to note that 8yr =1= iJ;84Ja in the general case, as is im
mediately evident from (2.12). Further, if we require that the independent variables remain
unvaried (2.12) shows that

iJ~a
~y.a = iJ.8,J.a +y'l'~=D_J:,J.a
11 I I 'I' i iJ4J'l' 1"'1' ,

as it should be, rather than iJ;84Ja which is what might be written if one is not careful to
distinguish between the explicit partial derivative, iJi' and the total partial derivative, Di•

Let Bdenote the image of the region B of En under the mapping defined by (2.5) and let

denote the differential element of volume with reference to the new coordinate cover (fi). We
then have the new action functional

(2.13)

that is to be compared with A[4Ja]. When all quantities that occur in (2.13) are expanded in
ascending powers of the parameter ,\ and note is taken of the fact that

we obtain

The definition of the variational derivative of A,

then gives

Introduction of the components of the generalized body force, fa, and the components of the
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generalized stress, u./, by (2.3) and (2.4) then results in

733

(2.15)

Finally, use of (2.12) to write 8yt' in terms of {8'1''', 81/>"} and their derivatives, together with
appropriate rearrangements of the terms and the divergence theorem, lead to the evaluation

•
where 81/>" =81/>" - y{'8'r' and

u' iJL "8'L ' er 8'L- nJ =iJy,er YJ - 1 =- Uer YJ - 1

(2.16)

(2.17)

is the negative of the "momentum-energy complex" for the material body. When we recall that
L =- W - 'JI' for elastostatics, (2.17) gives the familiar form

(2.18)

We have purposefully not cluttered the above discussion with the details of the calculations.
The reader with an overriding interest in such matters is referred to ([1], Chap. 4; [2], Chap. 4;
[3], Chap. 7; [4], Chap. 5).

3. FIELD EQUATIONS AND NATURAL BOUNDARY
CONDITIONS

The classic problem of the calculus of variations deals with the requirement that the action
functional be rendered stationary (not maximal or minimal) when there are no varaiations of
the independent variables. With 8'1" =0, (2.16) yields the evaluation

(3.1)

for the functional derivative of the action. Now, in order that A[I/>] be rendered stationary for
all variations {8I/>er}, it is certainly necessary that 8A vanish for all {8I/>er} that vanish on the
boundary. Thus, we must have

(3.2)

for all choices of the functions {8I/>er} that vanish on the boundary. The fundamental lemma of
the calculus of variations then gives the field equations

(3.3)

that must be satisfied at all points in the interior of the body. The field eqns (3.3) are just the
equilibrium equations of elastostatics in the presence of body forces {fer} and stresses {O'.'}.
They are also the Euler-Lagrange equations

( iJL) iJL
D" iJy". =iJl/>er

associated with the action functional A[I/>er] with Lagrangian L.

(3.4)
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The variational principle M = 0 also leads directly to natural boundary conditions. When
(3.3) is substituted into (3.1), we obtain

(3.5)

Thus, the action is rendered stationary (M =0) under satisfaction of the field equations only
when boundary conditions are imposed so as to secure satisfaction of the conditions that

(3.6)

holds at all points on aB. There are clearly two ways to achieve this. The first is through
imposition of geometric state boundary conditions. In this instance, {J'"(7'lII)} are required to
agree with {«/>'"(7'lII)} on aB for all values of the parameter A (i.e. all varied field variables
assume the same prescribed boundary values). Equations (2.9) and (2.10) then show that this
may be achieved if and only if 8«/>'" vanish on the boundary, in which case (3.6) is also satisfied.

The second way consists of the demand that

(3.7)

i.e. satisfaction of "traction free" natural boundary conditions. Under these conditions (3.6) is
also satisfied. Further (3.6) can be satisfied if the boundary of the body consists of two disjoint
parts; geometric state boundary conditions are specified on one part while on the other traction
free natural boundary conditions are imposed.

The reader may be dismayed in finding that only "traction free" boundary conditions can be
applied to the generalized stresses. Nonzero traction boundary conditions will also be obtained
as natural boundary conditions, but this must wait until after the discussion of the "null class"
Lagrangian density functions in Section S.

4. TRANSVERSALITY CONDITIONS FOR PROBLEMS WITH
MOVING BOUNDARIES

We now turn to the problem of the calculus of variations in the large, namely, where part or
all of the boundary of the region B is allowed to change during the variation process. This
situation is described by allowing variations in the independent as well as in the dependent
variables, for.(2.9) and (2.10) give

with 87'i =vi(7'''', «/>'"(7''''», and the functions v'(7'''', «/>'"(7''''» may be given values on aB that
describe the departure of aB from aB to first order terms in the parameter A.

If the action is to be rendered stationary under these circumstances (i.e. SA =0), (2.16)
yields the conditions

(4.1)

for all variations (87",8«/>'"). Since a subset of all variations consists of those for which
{8'f', 8«/>'"} vanish on aB, a necessary condition is that

for all {&t,'"} that vanish on aB. The fundamentil1lemma of the calculus of variations then gives
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(4.2)

at all interior points of B. Under satisfaction of the field eqns (4.2), the requirement (4.1)
reduces to

(4.3)

A set of variations {cnJ, &/>II} is said to satisfy the conditions of transversality on aB if and only
if

(4.4)

at all points of aB, in which case the condition (4.3) is then satisfied.
It is of particular importance to note that the transversality conditions (4.4), must be

satisfied if the action is to be rendered stationary; there is no choice in the matter. In effect,
what (4.4) says is that the variations in the field variables, (&/>11) may take \lnly those values that
are determined by the geometric variations (MI) of the boundary, as determined through
satisfaction of (4.4). Clearly, the transversality conditions are what re'place the natural boundary
conditions Ulllni == 0 in the case of moving boundaries.

A further understanding may be achieved by integration of both sides of (4.4) over the
boundary:

1II/Mini dS =1ulIl&/>"nj dS.
IS IS

(4.5)

This may be read as follows: satisfaction 0/ the necessary transversality conditions yields the
equality 0/ the virtual "sur/ace work" 0/ the field variables, f IS ulIl&/>lInj dS, with the virtual
..sur/ace work" of the boundary displacements, f,B 1I/8"Jnj dS. This in turn leads to an equality
between generalized field forces on variable boundaries with the actual forces that act directly
in the boundaries in their real motions.

These considerations assume particular importance when the elastic body possesses one or
more internal boundaries I. Such is the actual case when there are cracks within the material.
In the case of dislocations and disclinations, such internal boundaries are introduced in the
modeling process to exclude the regions occupied by the dislocations and disclinations whose
presence precludes the validity of elastostatics for such regions. Again, the transversality
conditions must be satisfied for such internal boundaries if the action functional is to be
rendered stationary in value, in which case (4.5) gives

(4.6)

where {Ni} are the components of the unit normal vector field to the internal boundary I that is
oriented out of the body. Here, of course, the standard boundary conditions of elastostatics are
assumed to hold on the external boundaries of the body. It is now elementary to compare (4.6)
with the elegant results of Eshelby[5-7J to obtain direct analopes and identifications. The
interesting thing that results here is that Eshelby's careful physical arguments (see also [8,9J)
can be reproduced directly from a stationary energy principle with due care to accaunt for the
necessary transversality conditions at internal boundaries that enclose singularities, dis
continuities, or repons where the elastostatic field equations cease to hold. In fact, it is a source
of wonder to this author that so much attention is paid to variational principles in elastostatics
yet implementation or even recognition of the necessary transversality conditions for mobile
boundaries is overlooked.
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It is often claimed that relations similar to (4.5) obtain from arguments of invariance (i.e.
where {eS-ri, eSq,a} generate an invariance transformation of the Lagrangian and hence yield a
corresponding conservation law (see Section 6). Nothing could be further from the truth.
Invariance transformations have to do with interior points of the body where the field equations
are satisfied, while transversality is restricted solely to the boundaries of the body. Further, if
{eST', eSq,a} satisfy the necessary transversality conditions (4.4), on aB, then H/eST' - ualc54>a
vanish identically on aBo Thus, if {8-ri eSq,a} were to be the boundary values of generators of an
invariance transformation, the associated conserved current,

(see (6.7» would reduce to JI =QI on aB and hence arise solely from a Lagrangian density of
the null class (see Section 5). The conditions of transversality and of invariance are thus
essentially distinct; relations (4.4) can not be obtained from an invariance argument even
though their consequences (4.5), may appear to so obtain.

S. NULL LAGRANGIANS-A QUESTION OF FACT
VS FOLKLORE

We now come to an aspect of the calculus of variations that assumes the character of pure
folklore in its use in elastostatics. It is a common belief that the only terms that can be added to
a Lagrangian without a resulting change in the field equations are divergences of the form
D"Q"(1'''', q,a(1''''». It is true that divergences of the form D"Q"(1'''', q,'"(1''''» can be added to a
Lagrangian function and there is not change in the field equations. The trouble here is that the
"only" in the above statement is altogether wrong.

If two Lagrangian functions, L J and Lz result in the same Euler-Lagrange equations for the
determination of the q,'"'s, then their difference, L,- Lz is a Lagrangian function for which the
Euler-Lagrange equations are satisfied identically. Lagrangians for which the Euler-Lagrange
equations are satisfied identically are usually referred to as the null class of Lagrangian
functions. Clearly, if Q is an element of the null class then

(5.1)

lead to the same Euler-Lagrange equations. It is thus required that we characterize the null
class of Lagrangian functions; namely, those Lagrangian functions Q(1'''',q,a(1''''),yr(1''''» for
which

(5.2)

are satisfied at every point (1'''') of B for every choice of the functions q,a(1'''') that have
continuous second derivatives.

The characterization of the null class goes back to the works of Caratheodory[lO] (the
theory of equivalent integrals) and before. A number of partial characterizations have been
given at various times in the literature, ~ut as far as the author can tell, the complete but
conceptually distinct characterizations were first given in [tl, 12]. The reader is also referred to
the treatments given in ([t], pp. 250-261; [4], pp. 180-185).

The essence of the proof is to show that any element of the null class is a divergence, but
one of the form

(5.3)

with allowance for explitit dependence on the derivative variables {yr}. This is indeed
reasonable, for Q given by (5.3) and the divergence theorem show that (5.1) yields



Aspects of variational arguments in the theory of elasticity: fact and folklore 737

and a boundary integral does not affect the equations of 'motion, just the boundary conditions.
The proof of this part of the result is the hard part. It will thus just be assumed, the interested
reader being referred to [1.12].

The remaining part of the characterization concerns the nature of the dependence on the
derivative arguments y{'. Let us first note that a Lagrangian function for problems of mechanics
must be independent of second derivatives. Since Q is to be a Lagrangian for mechanics
problems, it must likewise be independent of second derivatives. Now, use of (1.2) to expand
the total partial derivative on the r.h.s. of (5J) gives

(5.4)

so that the only terms involving second derivatives are

However. y~. yL (see (lJ», and hence the terms involving second derivatives will vanish
identically whenever the coefficients of y~ are antisymmetric in i and k; that is

(55)

These are the conditions that govern the dependence of the Ql'S derivatives. Their general
solution is quite easy to obtain-the Qkts can depend on the yr only through polynomials in
these variables whose coefficients are completely skewsymmetric in aU lower case Latin indices
and hence their degree is at most one less than the dimension of the space of independent
variables. To write down the solution in the general case is an unnecessary bother since the
dimension of the space of independent variables is three for elastostatic problems. For 11 = 3.
we have

Ql = Sl{T, .)+ Saki{T, .)yr +S~~{T••)yryf

where Saki(T,.) are antisymmetric in the indices (k,;) and S:{T,.) are completely antisym
metric in the indices (k, i, j). When this is substituted back into (5J), we see that the most
gtntral Lagrangian of tht null class for tlastostatic probltms is givtn by

1 ki sldi
Q=a..sl +(::' +allis,·) Yl' +(~1' +OllIS:) Yl'yr +~l! Yl'ytyf· (S.6)

With Saki = 0, S: =0, (5.6) reduces to the case Q=DtSl {T"', .a{Till» that folklore would have
us believe to be all that can ever occur.

The first, and simplest application of these results is to use them to replace the traction free
natural boundary conditions by given traction boundary conditions that are also natural. If we
replace the Lagrangian L of the problem by L +Q. for Q given by (5.6), then the field
equations,

0.= fa +Dtual,fa =aL/a.a, U",l =- aL/ayr

go over into

• •
0= fa +Dtual +fa +Dtual

with fa and ual as before and
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However, ,:+DZuak vanishes identically for any and all C'l choices of the field variables
4>a(1'm) and hence the field equations assume their previous form

The situation is quite different for the boundary integral, for ~ak does not vanish identically so
we obtain the new condition

This leads to the new "surface traction" boundary conditions

• del

O'ailaBnj = - O'ailaBnj = TalaB (5.7)

where the quantities Ta(1'm,4>a(1'm),yt(1'm» may be specified on aI!. For the choice 5k =0,
S: =0, S.,mk =g.,mk(1'I), Q reduces to Q = YINm8.,mk(1'I) and we have 0'/ = a",g.,mIt(1'I), g.,mk(1') =
- g.,Ian(1'). In this instance, (5.7) reduces to

will lead to the natural traction boundary conditions

It should also be remarked that (5.6) allows situations in which the tractions applied to the
boundary depend on the boundary values of the 4>a,s and on the yr's (i.e. where the boundary
is constrained by translational and rotational springs in addition to applied tractions).

If one thinks about these problems, the above results become physically as well as
mathematically plausible. This follows from the fact that Q = DIcQIc and hence the added action,
J8 QdV, can equally well be evaluated in terms of the surface integral J'8 Qlcnlc dS. Thus the
replacement of L by L +Q is the same thing as adding a surface integral that accounts for the
work done on the body by-the applied surface tractions.

6. IN VARIANCE OF THE ACTION AND CONSERVATION
LAWS

We now come to another area in which folklore seems to hold sway, namely, in con
siderations of invariance of the action functional under general transformations of the type
given by (2.5) and the associated conservation laws admitted by solutions of the field equations.
Again, it is not a question of errors in the calculations, rather, the claims that are made about
the results. Clearly, when one makes the assertion that there are exactly 7 or so conservation
laws of elastostatics, the results had better obtain from a fully general setting of the problem
rather than from only a special case.

If we subject the independent and dependent variables to a specific family of trans
formations of the form given by (2.5).

(6.1)

it may happen that the action functional remains invariant in value for each choice of the field
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variables and of the domain, B10f the body. In this event everyone seems to be aware that
there is then as associated conservation law that is satisfied by any solution of the field
equations and the natural boundary conditions. We saw in the last section, however, that
changes in the system through addition of a surface integral of the appropriate type leaves the
field equations unchanged. Thus, if the evaluation of the action functional in the state ~Ir

results in a change that comes about only through a surface integral that also leaves the
boundary conditions for the problem unchanged, then we must likewise expect the emergence
of an associated conservation law. Now, the invariance of the boundary conditions requires
that the added surface integral vanish at A=0, and hence we need to consider the case where

(6.2)

and DIcQIc is an element of the null class of Lagrangian functions.
It must be carefully realized that we have now turned the problem around. Before, we

allowed the functions pi and plr in (6.1) to be arbitrary so as to generate a sufficiently rich
family of variations. What we must now do is. to allow the I/»Ir's to be arbitrary and to seek
conditions on the functions pi and plr so as to secure satisfaction of (6.2). Clearly, if the
transformations (6.1) are to satisfy the condition (6.2), tben they must satisfy it to first order
terms in the parameter A. The beautifUl thing bere is that satisfaction of the condition (6.2) to
first order in Aimplies that the functions pi and plr are then solutions of the eqns (2.7) where
the functions Vi and vir appear as

of' =ri+ Avl(r"', 1/»1') +O(A 2),

<61r =4>1r + AVIr(r"', 1/»1') +O(A2),

and hence are finite realizations of the action of one parameter groups. A little further effort
then shows that all solutions to this problem obtain through realizations of the transformations
(6.1) as I-parameter orbits of a Lie group. This means that satisfaction of the conditions (6.2) to
first order terms in Aimplies satisfaction to all orders in A(see [4], Theorem 5.15, p. 149).

We now simply substitute (2.14), to first order terms in A into (6.2). This gives the
requirement

(6.3)

If this condition is to hold for the whole elastic body B, then it holds as a consequence of the
material structure of the body, in which case it should also hold for every subbody b of B. This
additional requirement, that (6.3) continue to hold when B is replaced by any subbody b, is
classic and obtains in all local field theories from the very foundations of the subject in the now
famous paper by Noether[13]. Such an argument is certainly necessary in order to conclude
that the integrand that appears in (6.3) should vanish at each point of B. Equating the integrand
in (6.3) to zero and use of (2.12) to evaluate 8yt then leads to the following equations for the
determination of the required quantities (8rl,81/»1r):

(6.4)

Written in terms of fir =aUal/»1r and (Tlr
l =- auayt, they become

It is essential to note that the quantities (Bri,81/»1r) must be functions only of the arguments
(r"',I/»I'), and hence all coefficients of all powers of the y's that occur in (6.5) must vanish
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separately. It is this identical satisfaction of (6.5) in the variables yr that leads to the numerous
equations that finally serve to determine the possible forms of the functions (81'j, 84>").

It might happen that the only solution is 81'j = 0, 84>" = 0, in which case nothing more can be
said. As it turns out, most real problems admit nontrivial solutions of (6.5), in which case we
can ask what implications may then be drawn. Let us suppose that we know a solution
(M', &P"). A simple rearrangement of the various terms in (6.5), similar to that used in obtaining
(2.16) from (2.14), leads to the relations

(6.6)

Thus, any solution 0/ the field equations /" t D,{T"i =0 will give identical satisfaction 0/ the
conservation law

(6.7)

In point of fact, there will be as many independent conservation laws as there are linearly
independent solutions of the invariance conditions (6.5).

It is important to note in this context that each solution of the invariance condition (6.5) will
have its own associated Q'. The situation that seems to obtain in most of the literature in
elastostatics is where the Q' have been set to zero identically. This is clearly a severe
restriction and precludes all those solutions and associated conservation laws with nonzero Qj.
A claim based upon Q' =0 of the total number of conservation laws is thus clearly false,
although each conservation law so obtained is indeed one. The reader is invited to experiment
here, for even in the case of a quadratic Lagrangian function Oinear elasticity), there are indeed
nontrivial invariance transformations and conservation laws associated with nonvanishing Qj,s.
In fact, a detailed cataloging of all invariance transformations and conservation laws in linear
elasticity would seem a worthy task.
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